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DAN CASTELLINI

Type to enter text

I am writing this month's message on Memorial Day weekend.  I pray that each of us remember 
and honor all those brave souls who paid the ultimate sacrifice serving our great nation. This 
morning I participated in a Zoom meeting of the EFV8 Club By-Law and Policy Committee. The 
committee is revising and realigning the policy manual to reflect the by-law changes approved by 
the board of directors last year.  As you know, we have been going through our own set of bylaw 
revisions this year. The first of three by-law change readings will be conducted at the June 
meeting. Speaking of changes, a big shoutout to our May Meeting Hostess, Peggy Petrucci. 
Peggy volunteered to demonstrate how the new meeting “Host / Hostess” concept works. Her 
presentation was well received by the members. As Peggy demonstrated, hosting does not 
require standing at the podium, it can be done from your seat. I am confident any one of our 
members can host a meeting. We’ve already had a few folks step up, but everyone is encouraged 
to take a turn. Congratulations to Ray Ouellette on winning the 1940-1949 class trophy for his 
1946 Mercury Convertible at the Temecula Rod Run last month. Not bad for a guy who just turned 
92 :)  I had the opportunity to tag along midweek with the Sun City Cruizers. We traveled 43 miles 
up Hwy 74 through the San Jacinto Mountains to Lake Hemet where we enjoyed a lake side 
lunch. My 53 was the only flathead V8 in the group. She kept up with the many modified 1950-60 
models on the tour. Great fun and fellowship. Remember Drive  Your V8 Day,  Saturday, June 20. 
See you at the June meeting. 

Cheers, 
Dan
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SECRETARY 

LINDA 
LOWRY

Board of Director’s & Business Meeting of the Members of
The Palomar Mountain V-8’s Regional Group of the Early Ford V-8 Club of America, Inc.
A California Non-Profit Public Benefit Corporation

A regularly scheduled business meeting of the Board of Directors and Members of the 
Palomar Mountain V-8’s  Regional Group of the Early Ford V-8 Club of America, Inc., 
and a California Non-Profit Public Benefit Corporation was held on May 12, 2026 at the 
meeting place of the members: Richie’s Diner, 40651 Murrieta Hot Springs Road,
Murrieta, California.  
Directors Present: Dan Castellini, Steve Wells, Gregg Lowry, Linda Lowry, Bob 
McClelland 
Members Present & Cars Driven: Roger & Bonnie Bell, Jim Brown (’40 Ford), Dan 
Castellini (’53 Tudor), Bob Davis, Cliff Gustin, Tom & Patsy Hamlin, Don & Sylvia 
Harwick, Jim Hurlburt, Gregg & Linda Lowry, Ken & Merleen Magers, Bob McClelland, 
Jerry & Roxie Otteson, Ray & Jackie Ouellette (’46 Merc), Peggy Petrucci, Ron  Shedd, 
Steve Wells.
Guests: None
Dan called the Board and Business Member meeting to order at 9:16 a.m. and asked 
Tom Hamlin to lead us in the  Pledge of Allegiance and Bob McClelland to lead us in 
Prayer.
President: Dan welcomed everyone and explained the format for today’s meeting. Dan 
stated that if passed, the purposed bylaw changes spell out that we will not have 
monthly Board and Member meetings with a formal agenda next year but rather a 
monthly Breakfast and Social get together. Today’s meeting serves as a trial run of that 
format. Peggy Petrucci has offered to host the social time of this meeting Therefore we 
need a motion to recess from the Board Business meeting at this time. Merleen Magers 
made the motion to recess with Roxie Otteson seconding the motion. Motion passed 
unanimously and the meeting recessed at 9:20.  The meeting was called back to order 
by President Dan at 9:59. Official board member reports were received. He also 
called on members for their thoughts and input on today’s trial run of the new format. A 
primary question revolved around how the meetings will be run and if there will be 
guidance for hosts conducting the Breakfast and Social get together. 
Vice President: Steve Wells – No report 
Treasurer: Gregg Lowry- Reported a club balance.
Secretary: Linda Lowry - Presented the April minutes. Motion to accept made by Jackie 
Ouellette and seconded by Peggy Petrucci. Motion passed. 
Director: Bob McClelland – No report
Old Business: Next month will be the first reading of the proposed bylaw change.
Being no further business to come before the meeting and on motion duly made by Bob 
McClelland and seconded by Gregg Lowry, the meeting adjourned at 10:12 a.m.  It is 
directed that this action be filed in the Minute Book of the Corporation. This action is 
executed pursuant to the Corporation Code of the state of California, which requires 
accurate minutes of any meeting of the Board be maintained.
Dated May 12, 2026
Respectively submitted
Linda Lowry! 

http://WWW.VALVECHATTER.ORG
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FOR SALE 
1951 8ba engine complete & 
running $500. Contact Jay 



JUNE, 2026 WWW.VALVECHATTER.ORG
4

Our Journey to the Early Ford V-8 Club  
 by Bob Davis! 

First of all I want to thank God for our great friends in the Palomar Mountain Early Ford V-8 
Club.


My ( Bob) journey started in Pennsylvania 81 years ago.  I grew up in Clairton, PA, along the 
Monongahela River in the coal mining and steel industrial area about 30 miles from 
Pittsburgh, PA. I enjoyed building forts with my friends,  riding my bicycle (sometimes to my 
mother’s chagrin with hands off of the handlebars), shooting my BB gun and bow and 
arrows, playing on ‘unsafe’ playground equipment, and  playing sandlot baseball and 
football on a narrow field situated between two highways. Of course we played on hard 
ground full of rocks with no extra protection whatsoever.  Perhaps that explains my mental 
condition today.


I loved the outdoors and survived the environment of smoke from home furnaces in the 
winter  and air and water pollution from the steel mill.  I loved playing pitcher-and-batter 
next to an old garage with my cousin who lived near the Youghiogheny River.  At about the 
age of 11 we built a boat with 2 wide and long boards we found along the river.  We added 
my uncle’s flooring boards and massive amounts of tar.  The boat floated with the top about 
2 inches above the water.  We became  Sawyer’s ’ Huck Finn exploring the river.  We 
collected old railroad ties from the river.  We built steps down to hill to the river and a dock 
with those ties, but unfortunately the dock and boat were sweep away by river ice during 
the first winter.


Then life got more serious.  That meant hard work in school encouraged by my mom and 
dad to prepare for a ‘better’ life.  Of course they meant financially ‘better’ because there 
could never have been a ‘better’ childhood  life. There are good memories and some not so 
good during teenage years.  But I eventually learned to concentrate on the good, not the 
bad.  I particularly have fond memories being part of the junior high basketball team. I had 
learned that to be part of the team I had to hustle.  I did not score many points, but I stole 
many balls from the opposing teams permitting my team mates to score.  We won the 
championship. But studying hard in high school became my objective, and basketball fell 
by the wayside.  After high school graduation I went on to study Mechanical Engineering at 
The Pennsylvania State University .  I was also enrolled in the Air Force Reserve Officer 
Training Corps.  Upon graduation I entered the  United States Air Force.


After high school graduation I went on to study Mechanical Engineering at The 
Pennsylvania State University .  I was also enrolled in the Air Force Reserve Officer Training 
Corps.  Upon graduation I entered the  United States Air Force.


I started out my duty during the Vietnam Era period at Edwards Air Force Base, CA.  I found 
moving from the environment of Pennsylvania to the California desert to definitely be a 
shock.  I worked on the F-111A Test Program. But, that is when life got really interesting.  I 
met the love of my life, Margaret Letrice Howe.  In retrospect I now know that God knew 
what God was doing.  My next assignment was to the Air Force Institute of Technology 
(AFIT) at in Dayton Ohio.  But, I made the best decision of my life on the way to Ohio.  I 
called Letrice from my friend’s home and proposed.  Thank God , she said ‘yes’.   We were 
married in Ohio after my graduation from AFIT.  


Then on to our journey in the Air Force from Ohio to Utah, Nebraska, and again California.   
Letrice and I have been married now going on 58 years.  Some of those years brought 
struggles, as we all have, but we worked to overcome them. We have three wonderful 
children and six grandchildren living in California, Texas, Iowa, and Alabama.

(CONT ON PG 15) 



JUNE, 2026 WWW.VALVECHATTER.ORG
5

METHODS OF CASTING CYLINDERS (CONTINUED FROM MAY) 

MURRIETA LIBRARY IS HAVING A BOOK SALE THIS MONTH
JUNE 20TH, FILL THE BAG AT THE MAIN LIBRARY

JUNE 27TH SALE AT LOS ALAMOS LOCATION
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AND THE WINNER IS 
JIM HURLBURT
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6 Cars Under $25K Making Moves in the Latest Price Guide Update 

50-51 FORD MADE THE LIST

1950–51 Ford Custom Deluxe: -15%

As America recovered from the immense industrial toll of WWII, its 
automakers struggled to find stable ground. Each carried on with 
warmed-over prewar designs, but in 1949, Ford landed firmly on both 
feet with the clean-sheet Custom. It marked the dawn of a new era in 
American design by ditching the fastback look and featuring a low 
beltline, fully integrated fenders front and rear, zero running boards, and 
an eye-catching grille. The bodies rode on a new chassis that allowed 
for a lower car overall and which finally—finally!—utilized an 
independent front suspension. Only Ford’s flathead engines—the 239-
cu-in V-8 and 226-cu-in inline-six—carried over. These “Shoebox 
Fords,” so called for their slab sides, sold like hotcakes. 

 For 1950–51, the name was changed to Custom Deluxe, but little else 
was different, with Club Coupes and convertibles, Tudor and Fordor 
Sedans, a Country Squire wagon, and the top-trim Crestliner sedan all 
available. Despite their great appeal—especially among the hot-rodding 
and lowrider set—these lovely Fords have seen a dip of late, with the 
entire range down 15% across all conditions and body styles. Which 
means now could be a great time to buy, with good Club Coupes

(HAGERTY PRICE GUIDE)

GRUSIN' GRAND FORD NIGHT 
IS SCHEDULED FOR JUNE 12, 

https://www.hagerty.com/media/magazine-features/the-shoebox-that-saved-ford-remains-affordable-today/
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We’re STILL looking for your stories.  What travel’s have 
you done, what restorations have you done on your car?  
We would love to feature your story in the Valve Chatter!  
You can also send sale or wanted ads for future Valve 
Chatters!  Notify me if your item has sold.

A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR
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ACCESSORIES 2025 UPDATED LIST 
This is an updated list of suggested accessories with 

prices.  The embroidery is included.  There is no tax as 
our accessory source is now in Arizona.  This basically 

cancels out any postage fees.  
 Men’s baseball cap  STC39   $12.00  

Men’s long sleeve t shirt   8400  $13.00  
Men’s short sleeve t shirt   8000  $9.00  

Men’s long sleeve polo shirt  K500LS   $21.50  
Men’s short sleeve polo shirt  K5000  $17.25  

It is very easy to use the Sanmar.com site and I highly 
recommend that you take a look. Prices on the website are 
a good estimate and include embroidery. There are multiple 

colors available for each product.  There are also jackets 
and vests you might want to look at. Please call, email, or 

text me with your order or any questions.  I will give you the 
exact price of your order. Mail me a check and I will then 

place your order and deliver your purchase.  
Janet Harris  

brokerjanet@hotmail.com  
760-522-8423  

3088 Skycrest Dr  
Fallbrook, 92028 

NEXT MEETING JUNE 12TH
RICHIE’S DINER, 40651 MURRIETA
HOT SPRINGS ROAD 8:00 - 10:00 

mailto:brokerjanet@hotmail.com
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Up for sale is a beautifully built All Steel 
1932 Ford Roadster, a true hot rod with the 
perfect blend of original vintage parts and 
quality new components. Built over the 
course of 15 years with close attention to 
detail, this car is ready to cruise, show, and 
enjoy. This Deuce Roadster has been 
meticulously maintained with about 4,400 
miles since being completed. It is a top-
level, quality built ride. If you are looking for 
a road-trip hotrod, or something to take to 
shows, this is the ‘32 Roadster for you! Curb 
appeal is second to none and this black 
roadster turns heads everywhere it goes!

Early Mustang rebuilt 302 V8 with mild cam – 
runs strong Snow White shorty water pump set-
up Flow Kooler water pump 1968 Mustang 3-
speed manual transmission with Jeep shifter
tower.

Asking $42,000.  Contact Ron Shed. (858)-776-6508

For Sale: 1932 Ford Roadster Hot Rod
 A beautifully built All Steel 1932 Ford Roadster
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SUNSHINE REPORT
THINKING OF OUR MEMBERS STRUGGLING

PLEASE KEEP ALL MEMBERS IN YOUR 
THOUGHTS & PRAYERS  

Palomar Mountain V-8’s 
Regional Group of the Early 

Ford V-8 Club of America, Inc., 
Temecula, CA  Organized 

November 8, 1996 Chartered 
January 18, 1997 RG #148

 Incorporated August 7, 2001
2023 Board of Directors & 

Officers 
President    Dan Castillini

Vice President   Steve Wells
Treasurer        Greg Lowry
Secretary        Linda Lowry
Director Robert McClelland

2022 Committee Chairpersons
ACCESSORIES 

Janet Harris 
AUDIT COMMITTEE 

Officers & Member at Large per 
By-laws 

ADVERTISING  Don Harwick
 www.valvechatter.org  

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
Robert McClelland  

Email: remac278@msn.com 
DEADLINE: 20th of Each Month 

*Opportunity drawing CHAIR
Tom Hamlin 

SUNSHINE CHAIR 
Jackie Ouellette 

TOUR LEADERS 
Volunteers on Monthly Basis 

🙏
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http://www.valvechatter.org
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Free set of 4 
tires 6.7X15”  

Pat or Ron Prentice 
(951)491-0534 or 
(408)425-0452 
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1941 Ford SEDAN DELIVERY STREET ROD -  $50,000.  CALL JERRY 
AT 909-518-5496


PLEASE LEAVE A MESSAGE.  I WILL CALL YOU BACK!

FOR SALE.  
MUST SELL

15

OUR JOURNEY TO THE EARLY FORD V-8 CLUB! (CONT.FRM PG 3 

But, now let us change course and talk about my better half, namely Letrice.  She grew up in 
New Mexico in a small town called Bernalillo at the base of the beautiful Sandía Mountains.   She 
was the Annie Oakley sharp shooter ( she easily beats me today) of her day who also drove her 
dad’s petroleum-distribution truck at age 10.  She rode her bicycle just as many of you native 
Californians did to the beach, but in this case it was the Rio Grande River beach..


Letrice went on to graduate from the University of  New Mexico.  Her first job was as a home-
economics teacher at (you guessed it) Edwards Air Force Base. CA.


Our last Air Force Assignment was at Norton Air Force Base, CA.  After I retired we elected to 
remain in California. I obtained a job as a Systems Engineer with General Dynamics, which was 
sold to Hughes, which in turn was sold to Raytheon. Then we moved from Redlands to Murrieta, 
CA.   Again after 20 years I retired from the defense industry.  During a portion of that time Letrice 
was  a Social Studies teacher in Colton. 


Now back to the Early Ford V8 Club.  As a teenager in Pennsylvania I and all of my friends had no 
interest in hot-rod cars.  So how did we join the Early Ford V-8 Club?  You can credit Norm and 
Peggy Petrucci for that and the fact that my father always had a Ford when I was growing up.  
The one Ford I particularly remember was a 1950 Ford very similar to the one I now own.


It has been an honor to have served as Advertising Chairman, and now as Membership 
Chairman.   None of us are getting any younger, but with age hopefully  comes some wisdom.  
Part of that wisdom I believe is recognizing and sorting out those people who ultimately  become 
good friends. Letrice and I thank you for that opportunity and privilege.
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MONTHLY CLUB BUSINESS & BOARD  OF DIRECTOR MEETINGS 
Second  Tuesday Monthly 

(January thru November) Breakfast @ 8:00 am Meeting @ 9:00 a.m.
Richies Real American Diner 40651 Murrieta Hot Springs Road

Murrieta, Ca. 
JUNE 9TH
JULY 14TH

AUGUST 11TH

Palomar Mountain V-8’s
VALVE CHATTER newsletter
The Palomar Mountain V-8’s Regional Group
of the Early Ford V-8 Club of America, Inc
A non-profit public benefit charitable California 
Corporation Regional Group No.148 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!!   MAY, 2026
CHECK OUT

http://www.socalcarculture.com/events.html
June 12th Escondido CruIsin' Grand 3:15 till Grand & Broadway

June 13th Oceanside - Annual Car Show
 - 1617 Mission Ave. - 9AM - 2PM 

June 13th Perris - 25th Annual Rods & Rails 
- 2201 S. A St. - 4PM - 9PM -

June 27th Santee - All Ford Picnic - Santee Lakes Regional Park
- 8AM - 2PM - 
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